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Every picture 
tells a story
Flag is a painting by the American artist Jasper Johns. The painting was 

created when Jasper Johns was 24 years old in 1955. Two years previously he 

had been discharged from the US Army. It is believed Johns had a dream to 

paint the American flag and the next morning he started this iconic painting.

Years later, in 2012, one of the works of art was auctioned for $36,000,000 at 

Sotheby’s

Our pupils have set out to replicate Johns’ Flag using the Union Flag.

Isobelle Smith
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Mr Sloman writes:

Headteacher’s 
Welcome

Over the last couple of weeks, I have been 
talking to our pupils and students about 

developing their own vision for their futures and 
thinking about the years ahead. Over the coming weeks, 
many of our pupils and students will begin considering 
some aspect of their future, and make choices relating to 
their future studies or careers. Later this month, our Year 
9 pupils will commence the second stage of their GCSE 
Options process, as they select which combination of 
‘World’ subjects they wish to continue to study in Years 
10 and 11, from a range of choices including French, 
Spanish, History, Geography and Religious Studies.

Our Year 8 pupils will commence the first stage of their GCSE Options process later 

in February, when they will choose a combination of subjects to study at GCSE in 

Year 9, 10 and 11 from amongst our ‘Performance’ and ‘Technical’ subjects, including 

Art, Design & Technology, Drama and Music as well as introducing subjects such as 

Business Studies and Media Studies.

This year, we are pleased to re-introduce work experience for our Year 10 pupils. 

Work experience is a vital part of our pupils’ educational journey, and provides 

our young people with an opportunity to experience the challenge, fulfilment and 

routine of a rewarding career. Following our launch event last week, our Year 10 

pupils are considering what careers they are interested in, and where they may wish 

to do their work experience in July.

 

Important Dates  
for your Diary

Tuesday 24th January: 
Year 12 and Year 13 New York 

Visit Parent Meeting (from 6pm)

Monday 30th January: 
Year 11 Parents’ Evening 

(from 4:30pm)

Tuesday 31st January: 
History Visit: Berlin Information 

Evening (6pm to 7pm)

Thursday 2nd February: 
Year 13 Geography Field Trip

Thursday 9th February: 
Year 11 NEA Day 2  

(Option B Subjects)

Friday 10th February: 
House Enrichment Day and  

Year 11 NEA Day 2 
(Option A Subjects)

W/C 13th February: 
Half Term

Thursday 23rd February: 
Year 8 Performance and 

Technical Options Evening 
(from 6pm)

Cont. Over
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Our Year 11 pupils are considering what course of study 

they would like to pursue after GCSEs, with many of our 

pupils choosing to join our Sixth Form to study a range of 

courses, including A Levels. Over the coming weeks, we 

will be talking to all of our Year 11 pupils about their future 

plans and which courses they might be considering.

At all stages of their educational journey, our pupils receive 

all of the support they need, from all of our staff, to make 

informed decisions about their future. This is an exciting 

time for our pupils as they consider their futures and make 

these important decisions, and thank you to all parents 

and carers for support you give our pupils throughout this 

process, and everyday.

Mr Sloman 
Headteacher
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ART
Miss Burrows writes:
Pupils have been exploring 
mono printing techniques 
inspired by the work of Mark 
Hearld. 

They could choose to work from peppers, 

mushrooms or oranges. Pupils started by 

creating a grid drawing from the photograph. 

Working from their drawing, pupils then broke 

their drawing down into three layers: layer one 

– the basic outline; layer two – more detail; 

layer three – tonal shading detail. Pupils then 

transfer layer one onto the foam and print 

multiple pieces exploring both surfaces and 

colour. 

They then transfer layer two onto the foam 

and over print on top of the previous prints and 

repeat the process for layer three. Pupils then 

work into prints using biro cross-hatching and 

oil pastel techniques. 

To finish off this series of work, pupils select 

their best prints, mounting on black paper and 

displaying together in a triptych. 

Noah Walker
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Niamh BryanLucy Blackburn

Lily PeelKatie Greenstead

Newsletter

www.woldgate.net Issue 305 January 2023 Page 6@Woldgate WoldgateSchool

Issue 305 January 2023Woldgate School and Sixth Form College

Of great merit, 
character and value

We Educate | We Empower | We Engage | We Enrich wlp.education



Hope HarrisonEve Beverley

Emily ConwayAmelia Firth
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Subject Ambassador: 

Seren Marsden 9RJO —Year 9 GCSE Art 
So far, I have found GCSE Art really fun, and we have been exploring loads of new techniques like, mono printing, 

card relief and clay that we never had the opportunity to do in Year 7 and 8. We also have more freedom over what 

we get to create and what medium to use, even though we are still doing set project work. We are currently looking 

at Mushrooms and Peppers and have made a couple of presentation boards of pieces which we have completed. We 

are finishing our 3D texture work creating a card relief and clay tile working from our mark-making drawings. This 

work will be presented as a triptych showing our photography, drawing, and texture work. We will be moving on to 

the first of three mini projects, Pop Art, Landscapes and Cityscapes and Packaging. 

I have also really enjoyed how the teacher teaches the subject as they show you how to do the techniques and help 

you when you ask for it while also allowing you to take your project in your own direction and don’t enforce one style 

over another so we have more personalised and varied art pieces at the end of the projects with some being  more 

abstract and some being more realistic.

Seren Marsden
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Ms Minton writes:

Lower School

It is with great pleasure that I introduce our new Year 7 School 
Councillors and the important roles that they play in our school 

community. Harrison and Max were both elected by their peers to represent their 
Year Group as part of the very important School Council. 

The School Councillor has a number of significant roles:

 » They represent their peers in Year 7 and take forward their ideas and viewpoints

 » They attend Form Rep meetings to understand what each Form is feeling

 » They meet regularly with Mrs Nicholls and Mr Sloman to put forward the views of their peers to the Senior 

Leadership Team

 » They are present at School Open Evenings

 » They are at the forefront of pupil-led change in the school

 » They are the first port of call for pupil voice activities (interviews etc)
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It was lovely to speak to both Max and Harrison 
this week as they reflect on their role and its 
challenges.

Max is really keen to “make the school a better 

place” by focusing on the needs of pupils with 

special educational needs and ensuring that they are 

supported. Max also wants to look at the availability 

and variety of clubs at lunchtime to make sure they 

are accessible to all. He is excited to see things 

change as he begins this new role.

Harrison put himself forward for the role as a way of 

developing important skills for the future. He knows 

that speaking to members of the Senior Leadership 

Team will help his communication skills. He is looking 

forward to the School Council Meetings and to 

putting his ideas forward; he feels really privileged to 

represent his year group. Harrison wants “all pupils 

to feel positive about school” and will be focusing on 

looking at after school clubs and enrichment activities 

that allow pupils to develop their personal interests.

I wish both Max and Harrison all the best as they 
take on such important roles and I look forward to 
hearing their suggestions for how make our school 

community even better.

Ms Minton 
Head of Lower School
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Mr Macdonald writes:

Middle School

Options—Top tips

It has been delightful to see how maturely, enthusiastically, and skilfully our Year 9 
pupils have begun their studies in their Performance and Technical disciplines this 
year. Speaking to colleagues across the fields of study, their teachers have been 
consistently impressed with the standard of work being produced and the veracity 
with which children are coming to terms with new and challenging concepts and 
ideas. 

This week I wanted to share some top tips around the option choices for both Year 8 and Year 9 pupils and families, to 

support pupils to think carefully about the subject that they would like to study. Below I have listed reasons which form a 

good basis for option selection, and reasons which do not. 

Cont. Over

Reasons which form a good basis to pick a subject 

 » “I enjoy it.” 

 » “I am good at it.” 

 » “It is relevant to a degree or career that interests 

me.” 

 » “I would like a new experience.”

 » “I’m not sure about what I want to do in the future; 

this subject will help me to keep my options open 

for A-Level and university.” 

 » “It is a challenging subject, and I would like a 

challenge.” 

 » “It is a subject I would like to get better at; I’m ready 

to work hard to improve.” 
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Reasons which don’t form a good basis to pick a subject

 » “I like the teacher.” They might not be your teacher for GCSE. You are more likely to be successful if you have a 

good relationship with all of your teachers.

 » “My friends are doing it.” You might not enjoy the subject and could lose motivation to revise and work hard. 

Studying something you like will help you to get to know even more people who have similar interests to you. 

 » “It sounds easy.” GCSEs are challenging. Don’t pick a subject that doesn’t motivate you to work hard to get the best 

grade possible. If you are worried about getting the grades you want, speak to your teachers. 

 » “I’m in a rush and didn’t research the other options.” Make sure you take the time to find out about all the options to 

avoid any regrets.

Mr Macdonald 
Head of Middle School
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Miss Hull writes:

Upper School

This week our Year 11 Pupils received their Mock Examination results. 
The next time they receive exam results in this way will be their actual 

GCSEs in the Summer.

Our Year 11 Pupils have shown excellent commitment so far to the Woldgate tutorials and have now watched nearly 6000 

GCSE pods as part of independent study this Academic Year.

Formal GCSE examinations will begin on the week commencing 15th May 2023. With examination preparations well 

underway in Year 11, I felt it would be really useful to share some revision advice. For those in Year 10, it is never too early to 

begin revision!

Strategies to support your child’s revision

The secret to doing well in exams lies in planning. You can help your child to create a clear revision plan and method of 

studying that will make them feel in control of their work.

Tips for revision planning

 » Work out a revision timetable for each subject. Your child should be revising for at least one hour each evening, and 

more at weekends.

 » Break revision time into small chunks – hour-long sessions with short breaks at the end of each session often work 

well.

 » Make sure your child has all the essential books and materials.

 » Buy new stationery, highlighters and pens to make revision more interesting.

 » Go through school notes with your child or listen while they explain a topic they have revised.

 » Test your child on key terms, names or definitions etc using revision cards.

 » Time your child’s attempts at practice papers, and talk through their answers with them.
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Top Revision Tips and Strategies for Pupils

The following are just some suggestions for effective revision strategies:

1. Create a Revision Timetable: Building a revision timetable can add structure to your revision and help you identify which 

GCSE subjects you need to prioritise to get better marks. Creating a revision timetable is a great way to organise your 

study time, plus it also helps boost your motivation to revise for your exams.

2. Take regular study breaks: There is no point forcing yourself to study for hours upon hours as this will not result in a 

positive outcome. Taking regular study breaks and exercising is proven to engaging your brain in studying and improve 

your exam performance in the long-run.

3. Use GCSEPod: All pupils have access to GCSEPod; a website of short revision videos on a wide range of GCSE subjects 

and topics. Each video is usually 3 or 4 minutes long, and covers a key aspect of the course, from History to Maths. 

Pupils can log onto www.gcsepod.com or the GCSEPod App with their school username and password.

4. Use Mind Maps to connect ideas: If you find it difficult to remember lots of terms, dates, names etc, Mind Maps may be 

the key to improving your memory. The theory behind mind mapping explains that making associations by connecting 

ideas helps you to memorise information most easily and quickly.

5. Understand Your Learning Style: Everyone thinks that there is a best way to study but the reality is that each person 

is different. Once you understand whether you are a visual, auditory, reading/writing or kinaesthetic learner, then 

remembering and recalling new information will become much easier. Practice will also tell you if you work better 

studying during the night or in the morning/daytime.

6. Practice, Practice, Practice: One of the biggest recommendations that past pupils recommend is to do as many GCSE 

past papers as you can. Practising past papers will help you get familiar with the exam format, question style, time 

pressure and overall improve your ability to retrieve information quicker. Talk to your teacher if you need help obtaining 

past papers.

7. Revise with friends: Revising with friends can help to make revision fun and interesting. You can teach each other about 

topics, explain your learning and test each other on key information.

8. Variation of revision activities: Mix up your study habits and methods by listening to podcasts, watching videos or 

documentaries (particularly GCSEPod), moving to new study area or even something as simple as using different 

colours for your study notes.

9. Adapt for Different GCSE Subjects: It may seem obvious but many pupils try to study for different subjects using 

the same study methods. Your GCSE revision should take account of the difference between your subjects and the 

challenges they represent. For example, Flashcards are an ideal study aid to help you prepare for subjects such as 

Science where you need to remember key definition, while Mind Maps are ideal for revising English Literature.

Miss Hull 
Head of Upper School
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Over the previous three months many of our Year 13 cohort have 
focused on preparing their UCAS application. UCAS are the body that 

organise the university application process. Students applying for competitive 
courses including medicine, dentistry, veterinary science or Oxford and Cambridge 
University need to submit their application before 15th October of the year before 
they are due to commence university 
study and for the remainder of the cohort 
the deadline is January 25th. 

When applying, students select up to five courses at five 

different institutions and students are currently in the process 

of receiving offers from universities and considering which 

they will prioritise as their first and insurance choice. 

As our current cohort consider their future choices, I wanted 

to share with you some experiences of our previous Year 

13 cohort as they have now completed their first term at 

university. The map over the page provides an overview of 

the institutions that our previous Year 13 cohort have joined 

and reflects the diversity of their course choices. In addition, 

I have recently heard from two students who left us in the 

summer and I wanted to share their experiences with you. 

Miss K Smith 

Head of Sixth Form

Sixth Form

Miss Smith writes:

Leon – Class of 2022

During my time at The East Yorkshire Sixth Form I studied 

A-level Physical Education and Double BTEC Applied 

Science. Currently I am studying BSC Sports coaching 

at Sheffield Hallam University. My course is a three-

year degree course with the option of a sandwich year 

placement where I may decide to go anywhere around 

the world. Whilst studying my A-levels in Year 12 at Sixth 

Form I always knew I wanted to study a sport-related 

course; however, I was just unsure about what specific 

course would be right for me and which course may be 

best suited to my interests. Fast-forward two years and 

I have just completed my first term at my first choice 

University. For those worrying they will be only limited 

to a handful of careers/paths following the course that 

they will eventually go on to study at university, I hope 

this is reassuring.
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Fred – Class of 2022

I am studying architecture and urban planning 

at Newcastle University, and just finished my 

first term. So far uni has been an amazing 

experience, where I’ve had the opportunity to 

meet so many interesting people and expand 

my mind. The facilities at Newcastle for my 

course are fantastic and the city is beautiful. 

The switch from living at home with my family 

to living alone has been a tough adjustment, 

but one that has helped me to mature greatly. 

I would recommend university to anyone, but 

the biggest bit of advice I could give is to pick 

a course you will enjoy, in a city where you can 

imagine living. I really enjoy my course and I 

look forward to going in every day.

Here are some pictures of the studio I work in 

every day and some of the modelling we’ve 

been doing.
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Woldgate House Competition 

Amazon Voucher to be won!  
 

International Lego Day is held on January 28th each year to mark the day when Danish 
carpenter, Godtfred Kirk Christiansen, first submitted his patent for the original Lego brick in 

1958. 

 

The LEGO company was founded in 1932. The company made a variety of wooden toys, and 
took the name Lego from the Danish words “LEg GOdt” which translates to “play well”. 

 

To celebrate we would like to see how good Team Woldgate are at creating Lego creations. 

 

Take pictures of your creations and send to Mrs Nicholls either on ClassCharts or at 
cnicholls@woldgate.net. 

 

Winners will receive an Amazon Voucher and gain House Points for their Houses. 

Go on … get creative!  
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STARS 
Update
Mr Barrett writes:

School Council

Following the elections for our School Councillors, 

I wanted to share with you some comments from 

Grace, one of our new Year 11 councillors and 

Benjamin, one of our new Year 9 councillors:

Grace says, “Hello my name is Grace, I am very 

pleased to be on the School Council and thank you 

to those of you who voted for me. As of now I am 

already a peer mentor and a form representative; 

my passion is to help others and make a difference. 

My goal on the School Council is to work towards 

making all pupils feel more comfortable and happier 

in the school environment. I have lots of ideas but 

I would like to hear 

yours too. 

So please 

if you have 

any worries, 

questions or thoughts about what needs to change, let me know and I promise I will 

advocate on your behalf.

Benjamin says, “Hello, my name is Benjamin and this year I am a part of the Year 9 

School Council. I wanted to be a part of the School Council so I could help to make a 

difference and help make positive changes at school. As a School Councillor I’d like to 

get to know everyone more and find out how I can help to make a difference. I’m really 

interested in hearing everyone’s ideas for making the school an even better place.

Local Market Information 

Local Market Information provides pupils and pupils with information about different 

employment sectors in the Hull and East Riding area. The information will inform pupils and 

pupils what jobs there are in that sector in the local area, as well as provide information career 

pathways, salaries and trends in employment. This week, we look at the Business and Retail sector.

Value our community, individual liberty and show mutual 
respect and tolerance.

To do this we will:

 Always be honest and fair.

 Show respect to others by the way we speak to each other and present ourselves.

 Value our School, the Dining Room, classrooms, displays, equipment and our facilities.

 Develop the knowledge, skills and conviction to play an effective role in our local, national and   

 global communities.

S
SOCIETY
Of great Character.
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Of great Merit.

Know our personal and academic targets, support others with 
their learning and stay on task to maximise our progress.

To do this we will:

 Bring the correct equipment to lessons, including our planner.

 Arrive on time for lessons.

 Know our targets for each subject and understand what we need to do to improve.

 Access impartial advice and careers guidance to help us make informed decisions, develop our   

 ambitions and aspirations, plan our future, and prepare ourselves for the world of work.

A
APPEARANCE

Of great Value.

Always wear the correct uniform and take pride in our 
appearance.

To do this we will:

 Take pride in our uniform and ensure we always look smart and professional.

 Wear the correct uniform at all times.

 Be ambassadors, by wearing our uniform with pride, in and outside of school.

 Take pride in our personal identity, culture and history, value ourselves and celebrate our    

 achievements, developing our own self-confidence and self-esteem.

 

R
RESPONSIBILITY

Of great Character.

Respect the rule of law and take responsibility for our own 
behaviour and learning.

To do this we will:

 Concentrate, listen to the teacher and one another; follow instructions and work hard.

 Do our homework quickly and return it on time.

 Ask for help if we don’t know what to do.

 Develop our spiritual, moral, cultural, mental, physical and financial awareness, in order to   

 understand our society and help us prepare for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences  

 that await us in later life.

S
SAFETY
Of great Value.

Be safe, sensible and mature. Never seek to cause another 
harm through our words or actions. 

To do this we will:

 Always treat others as we would like to be treated ourselves.

 Never swear, hit or bully anyone or use offensive language.

 Be considerate to members of our wider community, as well as safe and sensible, 

 whilst travelling to and from school.

 Develop the knowledge, skills and attributes to keep ourselves healthy and safe, and   

 prepare ourselves for life and work in modern Britain.
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Some local employers 
Amazon
Next
Boots
Arco
Barclays
KCOM 
Andrew Jackson Solicitors
IT@Spectrum

Skills/qualities
• Team working
• Communication
• Problem solving
• Flexibility
• Customer focus

 Types of Job National  
Average Salary

Claims Adviser £15,000 to 
£50,000

Project Manager £22,000 to 
£70,000

Private Practice 
Accountant

£18,000 to 
£100,000

Loss Adjuster £15,000 to 
£80,000

Store/Retail 
Manager

£20,000 to 
£70,000

Customer Service 
Adviser

£12,500 to 
£30,000

Solicitor £12,500 to 
£30,000

OpportunityThe

Centre

                      

Disclaimer Aspire-igen staff have researched the web links referenced in this publication. However, website information can 
change rapidly. Aspire-igen does not endorse organisations or accept any responsibility for the content of external sites.

  
 
 

 



More images this week 
from Mr Smith’s archives. 
As promised here are the 
images from the Sixth 
Form circa 1998 

Pictured here is the 
leavers’ ball and a final 
assembly as students 
moved to the next step 
of their education and 
training.

ME M ORY L A N E

As ever, if you 
recognise anyone 
from these 
photographs please 
get in touch by 
emailing: 

office@woldgate.net
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Rewards
Our school motto is ‘Everything you do should be worthy, of great merit, 

character and value’, and every day our pupils’ efforts, contributions and 

achievements are recognised with rewards that reflect these values. Our pupils 

understand these core values as being the foundation of successful learning, and 

a successful life, and each of the rewards holds a special significance:

MERIT 178,097

A
ct

s 
of

 G
re

at TOTAL 
REWARD 
POINTS:

464,729VALUE 23,063

CHARACTER 28,969

Highest Rewarded Pupils

Year 7:  Harry Moore

Year 8:  Grace Warren

Year 9:  Janek Scrowston

Year 10:  Isabelle Theakston

Year 11:  Bethany Bartle 

Year 12:  Bonnie McClean

Year 13:  Evie Brooks

Highest Rewarded Forms

7DRO

8DEE

9RJO

10BJE

11SJE

12SMS

13JBW
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House Points
Every pupil belongs to one of our five Houses, representing our local countryside. Pupils can be awarded House points for 

exceptional contributions to school life, and for participating in House competitions and events, and all rewards contribute 

to each House reward total:

All rewards earned by each House since the start of the year:

80,257 104,527

96,524

112,20881,359

TOTAL 
HOUSE 

POINTS:

218,610
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Acts of Great Merit
The quality of being particularly good or worthy, especially 

deserving of praise or reward. For example, the production 

of an outstanding piece of classwork, home learning or an 

outstanding assessment outcome.

The pupils with the highest Great Merit awards this week 

are:

Year 7:  Harry Moore

Year 8:  Ellie Raybould

Year 9:  Lola Dyson

Year 10: Holly Willis

Year 11: Rose Whelan

Year 12: Jessica Dover

Year 13: Claire Farmery

Acts of Great Character
The moral qualities that define an individual. For example, 

demonstrating kindness, offering support or actively 

engaging with the wider community.

The pupils with the highest Great Character awards this 

week are:

Year 7:  James Calvert

Year 8:  Kyle Barker

Year 9:  Jack Benson

Year 10: Matteus Cadwallender

Year 11: Jack Rowland

Year 12: James Jackson

Year 13: Joshua Meek Grane

Acts of Great Value
The principles or standards of conduct we work to; those 

acts and skills that are valued by our wider society. For 

instance, the ability to demonstrate emotional intelligence, 

to communicate effectively or be a leader of a team.

The pupils with the highest Great Value awards this week 

are:

Year 7:  Leon Stark

Year 8:  Arlo Brown

Year 9:  Gabriella Crewe

Year 10: Faith Atkinson

Year 11: Jennifer Aguirre Hernandez

Year 12: Imogen Bannister

Year 13: Abby Beadman

Please discuss these values with 
your child, and do regularly look 

at your child’s rewards on the 
ClassCharts Parents’ App.

Every week, our Newsletter 
and weekly pupil briefing 

highlights examples of our pupils 
demonstrating each of these 

values, and we encourage all of 
our pupils to embody each of 

these values in everything they do.
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Care and Achievement Coordinators

Year 7
Mrs F McDonough

07980 702715

fmcdonough@woldgate.net

Year 10
Mrs S Clark

07790 987009

sclark@woldgate.net

Year 8
Mrs L Cavanagh

07790 987139

lcavanagh@woldgate.net

Year 11
Mr M Elwers

07790 987131

melwers@woldgate.net

Year 9
Mrs H Cross

07790 987142

hcross@woldgate.net

Sixth Form
Mrs E Fairhurst

07790 987137

efairhurst@woldgate.net

Deputy Designated  
Safeguarding Lead
Mrs C Wright 

07790 987007 

cwright@woldgate.net
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